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Beth Baker : Old Age in a New Age: The Promise of Transformative Nursing Homes  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Old Age in a New Age: The Promise of 
Transformative Nursing Homes: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic BookBy PasitchDon't be fooled by the dated-looking 
cover - this is an up-to-date book with invaluable insights about nursing homes and new models of providing care for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0826515630


our older generations that will leave everyone (health workers and older adults) healthier and more satisfied.Very well 
written and an easy read. I would highly recommend for anyone in a health profession or who is considering placing 
their family member in a long-term care facility.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Learn how a nursing 
home can be GREATBy Mimi37This is a succinct, well-written, eye-opening look at how great nursing homes can be 
(and, for the most part, aren't). If you work at a nursing home or with nursing homes, you should read this book. If you 
or a loved one are facing the prospect of going into a nursing home -- and frankly, that's all of us, as much as we like 
to ignore the fact -- you should read this book. I learned from it, enjoyed it, and was inspired by it.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mark EwerExcellent book for those wanting to create a new culture in 
Long-term Care Homes.

On investigative visits to nursing homes across the nation, Beth Baker has witnessed profound changes. Culture 
change leaders are tearing up everythingthe floor plans, the flow charts, the schedules, the lousy menus, the attitudes, 
the rulesand starting from scratch. They are creating extraordinary places where people live in dignity and greet the 
day with contentment, assisted by employees who feel valued and appreciated. Perhaps most surprising, these homes 
prove that a high quality of life does not have to cost more. Some of the best homes in the nation serve primarily low-
income people who are on Medicaid.In Old Age in a New Age, Baker tell the story of a better way to live in old age. 
Although each home is different, they share common values: respecting individual choices; empowering staff; 
fostering a strong community of elders, staff, family members, and volunteers; redesigning buildings from a hospital 
model to a home (where pets and children are part of everyday life); and honoring people when they die. Her visits to 
more than two dozen facilities include those associated with the Eden Alternative, Green House, Kendal, and the 
Pioneer Network. Whether these transformational homes become the norm or the domain of a lucky few is the 
question that faces the next generation of elders, the baby boomers.

"This is the best book I have read to date about the promise that transformative nursing homes will produce better lives 
for elders,caregivers, and families, and that this change is spreading far beyond the small group of initiators."Care 
Management Journals"Old Age in a New Age: The Promise of Transformative Nursing Homes [is] an engaging, 
compassionate and well-researched book that anyone who plans to live beyond the age of 80 would benefit from 
reading."Workforce Management"Old Age in a New Age is a proactive wake up call written in an easy-to-read 
style."Julie Ann Buss, RN, Inside GCM"Baker's book on the promise of transformative nursing homes is a step 
forward in understanding a process that has started and should be continued."Choice"My 100-year-old mother is one 
of the many older people whose negative image of nursing homes made her plead with me never to put her in one. In 
Old Age in a New Age, Beth Baker describes the new communities that look and feel much more like a home than a 
hospital both in their physical design and in the relationships that they nurture. After my mother reads Beth Baker's 
well written, thoughtful and authoritative account of this revolution in older residences, it should persuade her that she 
will be much happier in one of these than with a caretaker and the social isolation of a center city 
condominium."Leonard Hayflick, former president of the Gerontological Society of AmericaFrom the Back 
CoverADDITIONAL TEXT FROM JACKET OR BACK COVERAbout the AuthorA former hospital worker herself, 
Beth Baker is a freelance journalist and a regular contributor to the Washington Post Health Section and the AARP 
Bulletin. Baker is the winner of two Gold National Mature Media Awards for her reporting on aging. 


