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Kenneth J. Rothman : Epidemiology: An Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Epidemiology: An Introduction: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Provides The InformationBy Angela M WilliamsProvides a good 
introduction to epidemiology. A lot of material and content. A little on the "academia" side of providing information. I 
can see why instructors use it as a textbook in an epidemiology course.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Commend it to all MPHBy CustomerSaved my ass.19 of 20 people found the following review helpful. An 
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excellent introductionBy Jen Brown"Epidemiology: An Introduction" is a pleasure to read. My introductory 
epidemiology class at UNC-Chapel Hill used an advanced printing for our textbook. I find Rothman's writing to be 
excellent: clear and concise, but not "dumbed down." He explains complex concepts in a straightforward and 
accessible way. If you are taking an introductory epidemiology course, purchase this book and read it, even if it is not 
your required text! A layperson with some background in the sciences and an interest in epidemiology would find this 
a good read as well.

In the past thirty years epidemiology has matured from a fledgling scientific field into a vibrant discipline that brings 
together the biological and social sciences, and in doing so draws upon disciplines ranging from statistics and survey 
sampling to the philosophy of science. These areas of knowledge have converged into a modern theory of 
epidemiology that has been slow to penetrate into textbooks, particularly at the introductory level. Epidemiology: An 
Introduction closes the gap. It begins with a brief, lucid discussion of causal thinking and causal inference and then 
takes the reader through the elements of epidemiology, focusing on the measures of disease occurrence and causal 
effects. With these building blocks in place, the reader learns how to design, analyze and interpret problems that 
epidemiologists face, including confounding, the role of chance, and the exploration of interactions. All these topics 
are layered on the foundation of basic principles presented in simple language, with numerous examples and questions 
for further thought.

"This is an excellent introduction to the principles and concepts of epidemiology. In a little over 200 pages Rothman 
covers all the essential topics for an introductory graduate level course in epidemiology." --European Journal of Public 
HealthAbout the AuthorKenneth J. Rothman is at Boston University. 


