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Rodolfo Saracci : Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction: 

19 of 20 people found the following review helpful. Warning: Kindle version inferior to print versionBy Lee by the 
SeaUnfortunately this is one of those Kindle conversions that was ineptly done. Page numbers are not enabled. The 
Index has only page numbers, not even live jumps, so the Index is totally useless. Though the simpler graphs are 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=019954333X


usable, the more complex ones are not because their scale is so small that they are unreadable. And some of them are 
reproduced in light gray when their palettes could easily have been forced to black and white for readability. At least 
all the text appears to be present. The List of Illustrations has jumps to most, but not all, graphs and images. The Table 
of Contents jumps to the chapters. Text-to-speech is enabled. Shame on for not stating for every Kindle product--or at 
least for books where they matter--whether the Index and page numbers are functional. And until Kindle software 
developers implement a magnifier for Kindle book graphics like what's there for PDF files, Kindle versions of books 
like this one will be crippled. Caveat emptor.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent One-Sitting 
ReviewBy DaveExcellent one-sitting crash course in Epidemiology. I used it to refresh myself going into a client 
engagement. It was a huge help for me to dust off the terminology and typical analyses done in the field.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Educational but not too heavyBy GreycieI got this book because I wanted a 
general overview of the subject and was not disappointed. The author struck a perfect balance between being 
informative yet still keeping it simple enough for the average person to understand which is saying something 
considering the math that is a integral part of the subject. While I don't feel like I could lecture anyone on the topic, I 
do feel like I have a much better understanding/background now for reading articles/stories.

Epidemiology plays an all-important role in many areas of medicine, from discovering the relationship between 
tobacco smoking and lung cancer, to documenting the impact of diet, the environment, and exercise on general health, 
to tracking the origin and spread of new epidemics such as Swine Flu. It is truly a vital field, central to the health of 
society, but it is often poorly understood, largely due to misrepresentations in the media. In this Very Short 
Introduction, an internationally recognized authority on epidemiology, Dr. Rodolfo Saracci, provides a wealth of 
information on this key field, dispelling some of the myths surrounding the study of epidemiology, and explaining 
what epidemiology is and how vital it is to the discovery, control, and prevention of disease in world populations. Dr. 
Saracci provides a general explanation of the principles behind clinical trials, and explains the nature of basic statistics 
concerning disease. He also looks at the ethical and political issues related to obtaining and using information 
concerning patients, and trials involving placebos.

About the AuthorRodolfo Saracci, MD is Honorary Director of Research in Epidemiology at the Italian National 
Research Council at Pisa. 


