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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good collection of worksBy jane the readervery good collection of 
disease histories. i like the inclusion of the middle east in this edited volume.20 of 22 people found the following 
review helpful. Scary diseases, dense readBy Mary Jo PowellRanger and Slack's book has a lot of interesting material, 
but most people will be put off by the writing. It is written by academics for academics and is not as readable as, say, 
Kolata's Flu. The articles are not concerned with what causes epidemics or how they are treated.The reactions of 
people to really scary diseases is the theme. Whether they are ancient Athenians reacting to plague or us modern folks 
learning about AIDS, people seem to react to epidemics in the same ways: they try to find human scapegoats to blame 
for the outbreak and those who can try to leave the area where the disease has broken out. The novelty and physical 
loathsomeness of the disease also have a lot to do with what people do. Some of these articles are more readable than 
others; the best are on Hawaiian depopulation, epidemics in the Dark Ages, and the Athenian plague. Probably a book 
only for specialists or very serious nonspecialists.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Interesting, 
but...By Filip Van RoosbroeckWhile informative, some of the essays in this volume are marred by bad writing and 
muddled jargon that obscures rather than clarifies the issue. That it's intended for a specialist audience is no excuse: 
clarity is important to everyone...

Epidemic diseases have always been a test of the ability of human societies to withstand sudden shocks. How are such 
large mortalities and the illness of large proportions of the population to be explained and dealt with? How have the 
sources of disease been identified and controls imposed? The chapters in this book, by acknowledged experts in the 
history of their periods, look at the ways in which the great epidemic diseases of the past--from classical Athens to the 
present day--have shaped not only our views of medicine and disease, but the ways in which people have defined the 
"health" of society in general terms.

"The high scholarly quality of the essays is sustained throughout the book...This book will be of interest not only to the 
medical profession, but to sociologists, anthropologists, political scientists, and statesmen." The New England Journal 
of Medicine"Like history itself, this book does not contain any simple answers. But it will provoke creative reflection, 
and the world needs all the insight it can muster." New Scientist"There are 11 excellent essays in this volume, which 
collectively and individually illustrate that epidemics cause no necessary or particular cluster of human 
responses....The contents of this book deserve exhaustive review, for in every essay the results of these case studies 
confound commonplace assumptions about the history of epidemics...a dynamic, state-of-the-art collection, containing 
much of the best current research in the social history of epidemics." American Scientist"...a remarkably cohesive and 
delightfully variegated book that brings medical and biological history into firm and fruitful contact with intellectual 
and social history....This is, in short, a splendid book--subtle, informed, sophisticated and coherent. It shows how 
successfully the social history of epidemics has come of age in recent years." William H. McNeill, Journal of Social 
History"...will be of great interest to those concerned with the historical context of and societal response to diseases, 
such as AIDS, Legionnaire's disease, hantavirus, etc." Michael Zimmermann, Chronic Hepatitis: Morphology and 
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