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James Colgrove : Epidemic City: The Politics of Public Health in New York before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Epidemic City: The Politics of Public Health in New Y ork:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very fine book indeedBy Robert A. PadgugA very fine book
indeed. Vauable history of the New Y ork City Department of Health. Should be of use to anyone interested in public
health, health departments and their histories and related matters. | have used this book as a required reading in several
courses on public health with great success.
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Aninsightful chronicle of the changing public health demandsin New Y ork City.The first permanent Board of Health
in the United States was created in response to a cholera outbreak in New Y ork City in 1866. By the mid-twentieth
century, thanks to landmark achievements in vaccinations, medical data collection, and community health, the NYC
Department of Health had become the nationrsquo;s gold standard for public health. However, as the cityrsquo;s
population grew in number and diversity, the department struggled to balance its efforts between the treatment of
diseasesmdash;such as AIDS, tuberculosis, and West Nile Virusmdash;and the prevention of illness-causing factors
like lead paint, heroin addiction, homelessness, smoking, and unhealthy foods. In Epidemic City, historian of public
health James Colgrove chronicles the challenges faced by the health department since New Y ork Cityrsquo;s mid-
twentieth-century |dquo;peakrdguo; in public health provision. Thisinsightful volume draws on archival research and
oral histories to examine how the provision of public health has adapted to the competing demands of diverse public
needs, public perceptions, and political pressure.Epidemic City analyzes the perspectives and efforts of the people
responsible for the cityrsquo;s public health from the 1960s to the presentmdash;a time that brought new challenges,
such as budget and staffing shortages, and new threats like bioterrorism. Faced with controversies such as needle
exchange programs and AIDS reporting, the health department struggled to maintain a delicate balance between its
primary focus on illness prevention and the need to ensure public and political support for its activities. In the past
decade, after the 9/11 attacks and bioterrorism scares partially diverted public health efforts from illness prevention to
threat response, Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Health Commissioner Thomas Frieden were still able to pass New

Y orkrsguo;s Clean Indoor Air Act restricting smoking and significant regulations on trans-fats used by restaurants.
This legidationmdash; preventative in nature much like the departmentrsquo;s original sanitary codemdash;reflects a
return to the nineteenth century roots of public health, when public health measures were often overtly paternalistic.
The assertive laws conceived by Frieden and executed by Bloomberg demonstrate how far the mandate of public
health can extend when backed by committed government officials.Epidemic City provides a compelling historical
analysis of the individuals and groups tasked with negotiating the fine line between public health and political
considerations. By examining the departmentrsgquo;s successes and failures during the ambitious social programs of
the 1960s, the fiscal crisis of the 1970s, the struggles with poverty and homelessnessin the 1980s and 1990s, and in
the post-9/11 era, Epidemic City shows how the NY C Department of Health has defined the role and scope of public
health services for the entire nation.
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