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From SAGE Publications, Inc : Encyclopedia of Trauma: An Interdisciplinary Guide  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of Trauma: An Interdisciplinary 
Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy PScottCTTExcellent resource!1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Professional, and Truely InterdisciplinaryBy CommonCupWhile pricey, this is a valuable 
resource of top professionals covering a myriad of interdisciplinary topics related to trauma and healing. Handy for 
doctors and lawyers who need to know a little of everything about their clients, as well as, therapists and social 
workers.

Trauma is defined as a sudden, potentially deadly experience, often leaving lasting, troubling memories. Traumatology 
(the study of trauma, its effects, and methods to modify effects) is exploding in terms of published works and 
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expanding in terms of scope. Originally a narrow specialty within emergency medicine, the field now extends to 
trauma psychology, military psychiatry and behavioral health, post-traumatic stress and stress disorders, trauma social 
work, disaster mental health, and, most recently, the subfield of history and trauma, with sociohistorical examination 
of long-term effects and meanings of major traumas experienced by whole communities and nations, both natural 
(Pompeii, Hurricane Katrina) and man-made (the Holocaust, 9/11). One reason for this expansion involves important 
scientific breakthroughs in detecting the neurobiology of trauma that is connecting biology with human behavior, 
which in turn, is applicable to all fields involving human thought and response, including but not limited to psychiatry, 
medicine and the health sciences, the social and behavioral sciences, the humanities, and law. Researchers within these 
fields and more can contribute to a universal understanding of immediate and long-term consequencesboth good and 
badof trauma, both for individuals and for broader communities and institutions. Trauma encyclopedias published to 
date all center around psychological trauma and its emotional effects on the individual as a disabling or mental 
disorder requiring mental health services. This element is vital and has benefited from scientific and professional 
breakthroughs in theory, research, and applications. Our encyclopedia certainly will cover this central element, but our 
expanded conceptualization will include the other disciplines and will move beyond the individual.

From BooklistCollege courses and majors are becoming more interdisciplinary, and it is a great boon to students, 
researchers, and reference librarians alike to have publishers take heed of this trend. The Encyclopedia of Trauma is an 
excellent example of a reference source that takes a topic and examines it from all anglesthe single major topic is the 
focus of the discussion, rather than a particular discipline. Editor Figley is both an extensively published scholar and 
the director of the Traumatology Institute at Tulane. The signed entries are lengthy, with few under two pages. Most of 
these contain extensive see also references, and all have lists of further readings. The contributors are drawn primarily 
from academia. As expected, the entries cover a wide range of subjects: Battered women; Brain and trauma; 
Compassion fatigue; Human trafficking; Internet terrorism; Neurobiological effects of trauma; Trauma prevention; and 
Wartime rape. The volume begins with an alphabetical list of all entries, followed by a readers guide that groups the 
entries by topic, including Crime and Law, Ethics and Philosophy, and Natural Sciences. There is a comprehensive 
index at the end of the volume. This interdisciplinary approach to the topic of trauma is unique in an encyclopedia 
format. Related works include The Encyclopedia of Psychological Trauma (2008) and The Encyclopedia of Trauma 
and Traumatic Stress Disorders (2010), but neither covers the subject as broadly. This volume is essential for 
academic libraries supporting programs in psychology, medicine, or social work, and large public libraries will find 
this useful as well. --Danise Hoover "The Encyclopedia of Trauma is an excellent example of a reference source that 
takes a topic and examines it from all angles the single major topic is the focus of the discussion, rather than a 
particular discipline...This volume is essential for academic libraries supporting programs in psychology, medicine, or 
social work, and large public libraries will find this useful as well."--Danise Hoover"Booklist" (02/01/2013)""The 
Encyclopedia of Trauma is an excellent example of a reference source that takes a topic and examines it from all 
angles--the single major topic is the focus of the discussion, rather than a particular discipline...This volume is 
essential for academic libraries supporting programs in psychology, medicine, or social work, and large public 
libraries will find this useful as well."--Danise Hoover"Booklist" (02/01/2013)-The Encyclopedia of Trauma is an 
excellent example of a reference source that takes a topic and examines it from all angles--the single major topic is the 
focus of the discussion, rather than a particular discipline...This volume is essential for academic libraries supporting 
programs in psychology, medicine, or social work, and large public libraries will find this useful as well.---Danise 
Hoover-Booklist- (02/01/2013)An excellent standard reference work featuring entries arranged in alphabetical order, 
with references and links to related topics, this work is an important academic summary of the scholarship on trauma. 
Summing Up Highly recommended.--CHOICE"CHOICE" (04/01/2013) "The Encyclopedia of Trauma is an excellent 
example of a reference source that takes a topic and examines it from all anglesthe single major topic is the focus of 
the discussion, rather than a particular discipline...This volume is essential for academic libraries supporting programs 
in psychology, medicine, or social work, and large public libraries will find this useful as well." (Danise Hoover 
Booklist 2013-02-01)An excellent standard reference work featuring entries arranged in alphabetical order, with 
references and links to related topics, this work is an important academic summary of the scholarship on trauma. 
Summing Up: Highly recommended. (CHOICE CHOICE 2013-04-01) 


