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10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Definitely insightful informative!By carpartsBefore reading the 
book, I knew the gist of what VCFS was. I conducted searches on the internet, talked with others who had children 
with the same condition, and even watched videos on various streaming sites. But this book REALLY shows you how 
much you are missing out on. It helps you understand what goes on in the mind and thought process of someone with 
VCFS. Every time I would come across something that correlated with my daughter it made me stop and think, "Ohhh, 
now it makes perfect sense." I am glad that I found this book and highly recommend that every parent, teacher, speech 
therapist, etc. who cares for or deals with VCFS kids should certainly think about owning this. It is worth every 
penny!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Valuable informationBy Wendy M. DeRaudSince my son has 
the 22q11.2 Deletion syndrome, I was impressed to find such a helpful compilation of practical information for me to 
use to not only educate myself, but to pass on to my son's teachers and school staff who will be working with him. 
Thanks to Ms. Landsman who worked on setting the bar for parents and educators who will be leading the way in 
educating the public on this much over-looked and misunderstood syndrome. She communicated such valuable 
information that will be foundational for future study and research.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I 
thought I knew everything there was to know about ...By LPI thought I knew everything there was to know about this 
condition but I was wrong. This a well written book with so much important information. I have one for myself and 
one for my child's school.

Velo-cardio-facial-syndrome, also known as 22q11.2 deletion syndrome and DiGeorge syndrome, is relatively new the 
genetic test to determine if a child has it has only been available since 1994. Educating Children with Velo-Cardio 
Facial Syndrome (also Known as 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome and DiGeorge Syndrome), Second Edition, effectively 
blends the thoughtful research that has transpired within the past 15 years with practical and current educational 
strategies to better meet the needs of children with VCFS and other developmental disabilities. To first address the 
scientific information that is needed to understand the syndrome and the implications of current research, expert 
contributors present the results of studies involving brain abnormalities, language/learning profiles and 
psychiatric/behavioral difficulties. These valuable chapters are written in a reader-friendly manner to help parents, 
professionals, and teachers gain useful and necessary comprehension of the unique characteristics of the VCFS 
population. The second part of the book is a practical guide to educating a child with VCFS from birth through 
adulthood. Divided into the various stages of development from preschool to adulthood, it includes information 
regarding the necessary tests special education teams should run, typical difficulties associated with learning, changes 
that occur with ability as the child matures (drop in IQ scores and increased learning challenges), as well as behavioral 
problems in the school setting. Each section includes discussions of the learning challenges and accommodations that 
can be used at school and at home during that stage of maturity. The authors also present meaningful advice on issues 
such as friendships, private vs. public school placement, job training, and other pertinent decisions that affect the 
VCFS child's everyday life. For the second edition, the author has added fresh and updated content. A partial list of 
new material includes: The most recent research and studies to make the text as up-to-date as possible Expanded and 
enhanced coverage of bullying and the social/emotional aspects of VCFS More information on common core 
standards and standardized testing for children with disabilities Homeschooling and other placement alternatives 
Executive functioning deficits and their impact in the classroom Dealing with problem behaviors Issues related to 
anxiety and school success Cognitive remediation and new treatment strategies New math and reading remediation 
techniques Expanded section on the very young child With its expanded content, as well as contributions from some of 
the most highly regarded experts in the field, Educating Children with Velo-Cardio Facial Syndrome (also Known as 
22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome and DiGeorge Syndrome), Second Edition is an essential resource for teachers, parents, 
physicians, and therapists of children with velo-cardio-facial-syndrome.

"This book had the ambitious goal of education the public and professionals about this syndrome and improving the 
lives of those affected by it. It is no mean feat that [largely] it succeeds. The first part provides an overview of the 
condition; the second focuses on classroom interventions. Recognized experts in the field write the background 
chapters...The second section on educational interventions is very practice and provides a wealth of advice that would 
benefit parents, educational staff and SLTs. The author is often at pains to point out the lack of evidence for advocated 
interventions in this condition but extrapolates from other related fields to make reasonable suggestions...[T]his 
remains a valuable resource." --Anny Mayne, Specialist SLT, North Thames Regional Cleft Lip and Palate Service, 
Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists Bulletin, (July 2013)"The book is well organized and while one can 
access just the chapters that are related to their child's age, information in other chapters can be quite useful regardless 
of the child's grade in school... This is an excellent book to help professionals, educators and parent better understand 
VCFS and the educational needs of these students." [Refers to First Edition] --Christie Mellies, MS, CCC-SLP, 



Canadian Journal of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology"As a parent and an occupational therapist, I 
recommend this resource about a rare condition that may require occupational therapy input for physical, cognitive, 
and possibly psychiatric reasons. The book has two parts: The first is scientific studies, and the second is educational 
interventions and evaluation of effective practices Functional insights are specified from birth to adulthood...The 
editor is both a mother and a teacher with 38 years of experience. As an American, she provides extensive American 
resources as well as valuable contact information for centers of excellence in six other countries. I recommend this 
book for educators and for occupational therapists who work in mental health, pediatrics, and schools. As a parent of a 
child with this condition, I found it helpful and other parents may as well." --Jude A. Driscoll OT Reg.(PEI), 
Registered Occupational Therapist, TRE Facilitator Level I and II, Canadian Journal of Occupational Therapy, 
(2013)"This book had the ambitious goal of education the public and professionals about this syndrome and improving 
the lives of those affected by it. It is no mean feat that [largely] it succeeds. The first part provides an overview of the 
condition; the second focuses on classroom interventions. Recognized experts in the field write the background 
chapters...The second section on educational interventions is very practice and provides a wealth of advice that would 
benefit parents, educational staff and SLTs. The author is often at pains to point out the lack of evidence for advocated 
interventions in this condition but extrapolates from other related fields to make reasonable suggestions...[T]his 
remains a valuable resource." --Anny Mayne, Specialist SLT, North Thames Regional Cleft Lip and Palate Service, 
Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists Bulletin, (July 2013)"The book is well organized and while one can 
access just the chapters that are related to their child's age, information in other chapters can be quite useful regardless 
of the child's grade in school... This is an excellent book to help professionals, educators and parent better understand 
VCFS and the educational needs of these students. [Refers to First Edition]" --Christie Mellies, MS, CCC-SLP, 
Canadian Journal of Speech-Language Pathology and AudiologyAbout the AuthorDonna Cutler-Landsman, M.S., is 
an educator who has spent thirty years in the classroom teaching children in grades five through eight, and as an 
adviser to the gifted and talented program in the Middleton Cross Plains Area School District in Wisconsin. In 
addition she has served as a cooperating teacher with the School of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison for 
fifteen years and as an educational consultant for issues related to the special education needs of children with velo-
cardio-facial syndrome. She is a past president of the VCFS Educational Foundation and a popular speaker on issues 
related to VCFS and education throughout the United Staes and abroad. 


