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James C. Reed : Chest Radiology -- Plain Film Patterns and Differential Diagnoses  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chest Radiology -- Plain Film Patterns and 
Differential Diagnoses: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not bad, not greatBy Keith D. HerrI have struggled with finding a 
good chest radiography book and had my hopes pinned on this one. The good is that it is well-organized and the 
chapters are of a manageable length. The end-of-chapter summaries are great and the charts with differential diagnoses 
are comprehensive yet not intimidating. The bad is that the images, particularly the radiographs, are of suboptimal 
quality. Not infrequently, I would struggle to even see the obvious finding in the figure. "Fine reticular opacities" look 
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not much different from "coarse reticular opacities." While it is convenient that the book is rather small in dimension, 
the images are likewise small, too small. This book succeeds in explaining how to differentiate rather nonspecific 
findings in chest radiography (a major plus). It falls short in reproducing those findings visually. You can't do that in 
radiology.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Awesome CXR bookBy Andrew Calderonrecommended 
by a preceptor. I too, recommend this book1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy R. 
GidwaniThis is a great book. I was expecting a dull radiology text, but this book is interactive and interesting in which 
Dr. Reed starts the chapter with images and questions then spends the remainder of the chapter answering them/ 
illustrating a point. Also, the book aims at pattern recognition and what the patterns mean rather than suggesting 
specific diagnosis.

This comprehensive, yet concise tool provides a direct approach to differential diagnosis for the 23 most common 
radiologic patterns of chest disease. CT and HRCT are used to confirm the pattern, show anatomic distribution of the 
disease, and make a specific diagnosis. Each pattern is introduced with radiographs followed by a series of questions, 
tables of differential diagnosis, and discussions of the most likely diseases to present with such a pattern. Discussions 
emphasize the importance of clinical correlation to narrow down the differential diagnosis.OUTSTANDING 
FEATURES: Emphasizes plain film patterns, with CT, MR, and other important modalities included where 
appropriate. Begins each chapter with a quiz or illustrated case and provides the answers at the end of the chapter. 
Summarizes key points at the end of each chapter. Presents the pitfalls of plain film radiography, and indications for 
CT, HRCT, biopsy, and other procedures.NEW FEATURES: Updates and expands coverage on lung cancer, 
tuberculosis, and AIDS. Revises discussions of perception/analysis of plain film observations.

"Medical students and residents will find that this book is most helpful. I also believe that this is a good reference to 
aid practicing radiologists in refining their evaluation of the chest radiograph. The last sentence of the preface to the 
new edition reads, 'Chest radiology is a discipline that requires the mind of a detective and the ability to find answers 
to the unknown by careful review of the shadows.' Reed's book will certainly help make one a better detective."--
Radiology, Jan. 2005About the AuthorJames C. Reed, MD, Diagnostic Radiology, Univ. of Kentucky School of 
Medicine, Professor and Chairman 


