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Measures in Electronic Health Records: Phase 2: 

Determinants of health - like physical activity levels and living conditions - have traditionally been the concern of 
public health and have not been linked closely to clinical practice. However, if standardized social and behavioral data 
can be incorporated into patient electronic health records (EHRs), those data can provide crucial information about 
factors that influence health and the effectiveness of treatment. Such information is useful for diagnosis, treatment 
choices, policy, health care system design, and innovations to improve health outcomes and reduce health care costs. 
Capturing Social and Behavioral Domains and Measures in Electronic Health Records: Phase 2 identifies domains and 
measures that capture the social determinants of health to inform the development of recommendations for the 
meaningful use of EHRs. This report is the second part of a two-part study. The Phase 1 report identified 17 domains 
for inclusion in EHRs. This report pinpoints 12 measures related to 11 of the initial domains and considers the 
implications of incorporating them into all EHRs. This book includes three chapters from the Phase 1 report in 
addition to the new Phase 2 material. Standardized use of EHRs that include social and behavioral domains could 
provide better patient care, improve population health, and enable more informative research. The recommendations of 
Capturing Social and Behavioral Domains and Measures in Electronic Health Records: Phase 2 will provide valuable 
information on which to base problem identification, clinical diagnoses, patient treatment, outcomes assessment, and 
population health measurement.


