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Professor Emeritus James T. Bradley Ph.D. : Brutes or Angels: Human Possibility in the Age of Biotechnology 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Brutes or Angels: 
Human Possibility in the Age of Biotechnology: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Discussion and Description Well Suited to Lay ReadersBy 
John C. FrandsenAn excellent primer for the non-biologist on this very important issue. This book was used very 
successfully by its author as the text for a continuing education/lifelong learning course for a diverse group of students 
mostly with non-science backgrounds.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nice overview of modern 
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biotechnologiesBy Dr who?Nice overview of modern biotechnologies. Used as the basis for student research and essay 
writing in a biotechnology course. Excellent condition, arrived on time.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. A Good First Step Toward Becoming Educated About Decisions That Lie Ahead for Us and for All of 
HumanityBy Big DAn outstanding look at what lies for humankind in an age the likes of which humanity has never 
known before..Blending science with easily understood prose, this book takes a serious but fascinating look at what it 
will mean to be human in years to come and in a not too distant future. For the first time, through genetic engineering, 
man can not only determine who and what he is, but also predetermine the attributes and talents his children, who and 
what he wants them to be.Does the term "playing God" comes to mind? It is not an inappropriate analagy.How will 
man handle the ability to create and develop new life forms? How will we choose to adapt, change or genetically 
engineer the lives we have now as individuals? And what of our children, now that we can genetically engineer them 
to be who and what we want them to be? Shouldn't they have some say in who they are and what they are? But those 
determinations will be made long before they are born by genetic engineering decisions their parents make or dont 
make, decisions from which there is no return.Interesting, perplexing and perhaps a little scary; certainly much 
different from the lives and science we have known. The world is changing, not in the future, but now, right now, even 
as you read these words. And the challenges/opportunities/responsibilities are almost unfathomable.As the eminent 
and erstwhile Dr. Gerald Johnson has noted, "Ethical questions inherent to the next generation of science and religion 
relationships related to us humans will make our curent ethical dilemma seem rather piddling, however 
important..."Some would say there is too much science here, but don't let the science scare you off. Even if you can't 
or don't want to of understand the science, read the book. The perspectives on possibility and probiblity, dilemma and 
responsibility make this a very valuable read. It is a good first step toward educating ourselves about the decisions we, 
as individuals and humankind, will be forced to make in the not too distant future.The opportunities, challenges--and 
dangers-- of genetic engineering may not be as "sexy" as space exploration, but it will have a far greater impact on life 
as we know it. Space is a hobby. Genetic engineering is the stuff of which life will be made, shaped and formed.Not in 
"the life to come," but in your lifetime.

A guide to the rapidly progressing Age of Biotechnology, Brutes or Angels provides basic information on a wide array 
of new technologies in the life sciences, along with the ethical issues raised by each.

Essential. All levels/libraries. . . . This is the perfect book for anyone looking for a reliable, thorough source to 
understand the underlying science, ethics, and sociopolitical challenges posed by contemporary transformations in 
biotechnology. . . . Throughout, Bradley speaks with a specialist's authority, a generalist's open mind, and a humanist's 
sensitivity. 


