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Thomas Lemke, Monica J. Casper, Lisa Jean Moore : Biopolitics: An Advanced Introduction  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Biopolitics: An Advanced Introduction: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Debbie Garnettgreat book !!!2 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent introBy MikeThis volume serves as an excellent introduction to the subject matter. 
It provides clear and concise information when needed, but it remains invested in scholarly debates surrounding 
biopolitics in its core. Great reference for students and professors alike. His book also includes a plethora of alternate 
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references in its bibliography for more in-depth perusal.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great 
OverviewBy Steven PokornowskiThis book really takes an expansive view of biopolitics, covering a ton of ground in 
a manageable and digestible way.I think it is a great introduction for both those who are and those who are not familiar 
with biopolitics.I would've liked a bit more historical context and setup, but that's just preference, I suppose.

The biological features of human beings are now measured, observed, and understood in ways never before thought 
possible, defining norms, establishing standards, and determining average values of human life. While the notion of 
ldquo;biopoliticsrdquo; has been linked to everything from rational decision-making and the democratic organization 
of social life to eugenics and racism, Thomas Lemke offers the very first systematic overview of the history of the 
notion of biopolitics, exploring its relevance in contemporary theoretical debates and providing a much needed primer 
on the topic. Lemke explains that life has become an independent, objective and measurable factor as well as a 
collective reality that can be separated from concrete living beings and the singularity of individual experience. He 
shows how our understanding of the processes of life, the organizing of populations and the need to 
ldquo;governrdquo; individuals and collectives lead to practices of correction, exclusion, normalization, and 
disciplining. In this lucidly written book, Lemke outlines the stakes and the debates surrounding biopolitics, providing 
a systematic overview of the history of the notion and making clear its relevance for sociological and contemporary 
theoretical debates.

"[This book] advances an analytics of 'biopolitics' as a 'prospective' methodological approach, offering a number of 
valuable and provocative questions to guide future research."-Foucault Studies"Lemke (Goethe Univ., Germany) 
offers an overview of biopolitics and an account of its relevance in theoretical debate... Recommended."-
Choice"Thomas Lemke's Biopolitics: An Advanced Introductionnbsp;is required reading for anyone interested in this 
concept."-Carlos Novas,New Genetics and Society"What Lemkersquo;s final chapter makes plain, and what can thus 
be read back into the book on the whole...is that biopolitics is a coherent field of inquiry for future work in 
anthropology, sociology, science studies, and of course history and philosophy, and that it is such precisely because it 
is a field of inquiry, namely an arena for rigorous investigation and severe thought... This is a crucial task. Lemke is to 
be applauded for showing both its coherence and its needfulness."-Theory EventAbout the AuthorThomas Lemke is 
Heisenberg Professor for Sociology with Focus on Biotechnology, Nature and Society at the Goethe University 
Frankfurt am Main.Monica J. Casper is Professor of Gender and Womenrsquo;s Studies and an affiliated faculty 
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Studies at Purchase College, State University of New York. She is author of Sperm Counts: Overcome by Manrsquo;s 
Most Precious Fluid and co-author of Missing Bodies: The Politics of Visibility and Buzz: Urban Beekeeping and the 
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series Biopolitics: Medicine, Technoscience, and Health in the Twenty-First Century for NYU Press. 


